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Despite the role of accent in listening comprehension, virtually no prior studies examined the effect of accent with Korean EFL high school students. Moreover, although it is important that high school students should be able to understand content-based listening passages, little is known in this regard. 
I. INTRODUCTION
The present study was motivated by several major drawbacks in current English listening comprehension tests for Korean EFL high school students. First of all, the current English listening tests have a bias in terms of English accent, with exclusive focus on the North American accent. 
II. RELEVANT LITERATURE 
A plethora of research has examined the factors that have an impact on listening comprehension. 
III. METHODOLOGY

1. Design
The study employs a quasi-experimental 2 x 2 post-test group (between subjects) design in order to determine the effects of two independent variables on listening comprehension. 
2. Participants 

The target population of the study is eleventh grade Korean EFL high school students who have not had extended overseas experience. 
IV. Results 
A Multivariate Analysis of Variance (MANOVA) was preformed to determine the effect of accent on the high school students’ listening comprehension of interpersonal and content-based listening passages. 
1. Research Question 1: The Main Effect of Accent in IPLC and CBLC
1) The Effect of Accent on Aggregate Comprehension in IPLC
In brief, there was a statistically and practically significant main effect of accent on IPLC.

(1) The Effect of Accent on Gist Comprehension in IPLC

Data analysis showed that NA students (M=4.00) outperformed BA students (M=3.35) and the mean (M=.65) difference between the two groups was statistically significant, p=.000, with moderate effect size, d=.52.

TABLE 1

The Effect of Accent on Aggregate Comprehension in IPLC
	Dependable Variable
	Group
	N
	Proficiency
	Mean
	SD

	Aggregate

Comprehension

in IPLC
	NA
	48
	High
	7.10
	1.614

	
	
	48
	Low
	5.38
	1.064

	
	
	96
	Total
	6.24
	1.614

	
	BA
	50
	High
	5.94
	1.420

	
	
	49
	Low
	3.88
	1.424

	
	
	99
	Total
	4.92
	1.754


Aggregate IPLC score was probed further to determine whether accent may have differential effect on different levels of listening comprehension: gist and important detail comprehension.
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